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SUBJECT  BOMBING OF THE CAU LONG BIEN BRIDGE IN HANOI ON 11 AUGUST AND THE

'ZFFECT OF THE CLOSING OF THE BRIDGE ON TRANSPORTATION IN HANOT
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1. ON 11 AUGUST THE CAU LONG BIEN BRIDGE CONNECTING HANOT AND THE GIA LAM AREA
| ACROSS THE RED RIVER WAS BOMBED. TS BRIDGE CROSSES AN ISLAND IN THE RED RIVER D
| ABOUT FORTY METERS OF THE BRIDGE SURPACE BETWEEN TEE ISLAYD AND GIA LAM VAS COMPLETELY P07
DESTROYED WHILE ANOTHER THIRTY METERS OF THE SURFACE WAS SEVERELY TWISTED. THERE ARE
13 SETS OF BRIDGL PIERS BETWEEN THE ISLAND AND THE GIA LAM SIDE OF TEE RIVER AND THE
PIERS ARE AL'IERNATIVELY SINGLE, THEN DOULLE, THEN SINCLE, ETC. COUNTING FROM THE
ISLAND SIDE ﬂowms GIA LA THE TO PIERS IN TH FOURTH LINE (C THS SECOND.DOUELE SET
OF PIERS) WERE DESTROYED BY THE BOMBING. ONE OF THE TWO PIERS WAS COMPLETELY DESTROYED AND
‘I’EE OTHER IS VISIELE ABOVE THE SURPACE OF THE WATER BUT DOES NOT REACE THE BRIDGE. AS
OF 22 ‘AUGUST_THERE WAS NO INDICATION THAT THE VIETNAMESE HAD MADE ANY EFFORT TO REPAIR - .
. THE BRIDGE ITSELF ALTHOUGH WORKMEN HAD REFLACED THE POWER AND ELECTRIC LINES CROSSING
THE BRIDGE WHICH HAD BEEN DESTROYED WHEN THE BRIDGE WAS BOMEED.
F 2. SINGE 11 AUGUST TRAFFIC CROSSING THE RED RIVER AT THE BRIDGE HAS BEEN
HANDLED BY TWO OLD FERRY BOATS, EACE TOWING A BARGE-LTKE BOAT. THESE FERRIES CARRY
PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS AS WELL AS VEHICLES UP TO AND INCLUDING MEDTUM SIZED TRUCKS.
BACKLOGS OF TRUCK TRAFFIC OF AS MANY AS 40 VEHICLES WERE OBSERVED ON BOTH SIDES OF
THE RIVER DURING THE PERIOD 11 - 22 AUGUST, BUT THE BACKLOGS NEVER APPEARED TO HAVE
REACEED A REALLY SEVERE STACE AND USUALLY DISAPPEARED DURING TEE DAY. THE FERRIES
WERE HAVING SOME TROUBLE MANEUVERING BECAUSE OF TEE DIFFICULTY OF TOWING BARGES AGAINST
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L2l THE RIVER CURRENT; m FREQUEN‘I’LY WENT UPSTREAM AND LET 'IEE CURRENT OF THE RIVER AID
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* THEM Iv CROSSING. TWO OTHER OLD FERRY BOATS WERE TIED UP ALONG THE "

- SRIVER BANK BUT DID NOT APPEAR TO BE IN USE. SMALL CRAFT TRAFFIC
 ACROSS THE RIVER DID NOT NOTICEABLY I8CREASE AFTER THE BRIDGE wAs CuT., ',
3. SOURCE COMMENT: ULTIMATE SOURCE WAS FRANKLY SURPRISED THAT NO E
APPAR NT EFFORT WAS MADE TO USE SWALL BOATS OR SAMPAN TYPE CRAFT T0
- TRANSPORT PEOPLE ACROSS THE RIVER. HE WAS ALSO SURPRISED THAT THERE
'DID NOT APPEAR TO BE ANY MAJOR BLOCKAGE OF TRUCK TRAFFIC. HE VISITED
 THE HANOI, WATERFRONT ALMOST DAILY BETWEEN 11 AND 22 AUGUST AND DID
“NOT LE TLCT ANY SIGNS OF EFFORTS TO BUILD ALTERNATE MEANS OF CROSSING
| THE RIVER, SUCH AS PONTOON BRIDGES. SEVERAL VIZTNAMESE .NOTED THAT THE
RIVERY, IS SUITE HIGH AT THIS TIME OF YEAR AND THAT IT WOULD BE |
- DIFFICULT TO BUILD AND. MAINTAIN A PONTQON BRIDGE.
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